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SHU announces partnership with Notre Dame
an edge.”
In addition to new fields and sports
facilities, there will also be benefits for the
Changes and additions to Sacred Heart students of Notre Dame High School. The
University have been in full swing. With Notre Dame students who meet the aca
the new Student Commons quickly rising demic qualifications will be eligible for a 50
up at the center of campus, the university percent discount on tuition if they choose to
attend the university.
has announced another major change.
“A discount in tuition is a great option
President John J. Petillo announced in
for
the
students who graduate from high
December that Sacred Heart will be ventur
school
and
decide to attend SHU,” said
ing into a new partnership with the neigh
Walsh.
“It’s
an
opportunity for the students
boring Notre Dame High School.
who
want
to
go
to college close to home.”
“1 think it’s great that we’re taking ad
In
addition
to the partnership, Petillo
vantage of surrounding schools, especially
also
announced
that
the university has pursince we will be able to benefit from each
cashed
land
for
possible
additions to cam
other,” said senior Caroline Campo. “We
pus.
can ultimately make each school better.”
“At the same time, SHU has pur
This new collaboration shows much
chased
a two-acre parcel of land off Park
promise not only for academic improve
Avenue
from Notre Dame,” he said in the
ments, but also for several of the sports
announcement.
“The parcel abuts property
teams at Sacred Heart.
that
we
already
own at 5401 Park Avenue
In the announcement, which came via
and
will
be
used
for future academic build
e-mail, Petillo said, “Through this partner
ing
needs
at
that
location. Within the com
ship, Sacred Heart and Notre Dame .will
ing
months
SHU
hopes
to present its plan to
work together to enhance the high school’s
the
Town
of
Fairfield.”
athletic fields and bring wireless technol
As the number of students that attend
ogy to its classrooms. Sacred Heart sports
Sacred
Heart increases, so does the neces
teams will have scheduled time to use the
sity
for
classrooms and other learning ame
updated fields, which will include a regula
nities.
tion soccer field.”
With the purchase of this land, the
Upgraded sports facilities will allow
door
is open for expansion and growth.
the Pioneer athletics teams to practice and
“The
thought of the development of
work in an upscale environment.
new
classrooms
and buildings, even if it is
“Sports are a large part of our cam
just
a
thought,
is
exciting. It means that Sa
pus. It seems like there are always games
The Spectrum/Sean Elliott
cred
Heart
is
growing,
developing and mak
and events going on,” said freshman AdreNotre
Dame
High
School,
located
across
the
street
from
Sacred
Heart, has just the
ing
room
for
a
greater
number
of
students',”
anna Walsh. “New fields would be great for
university in a new partnership.
said
Campo.
those teams, and would possibly give them

Jacqueline Duda

Asst. News Editor

SHU ranks at bottom of athletic event attendance
Ryan Hannable

Editor-in-Chief
At a school with over 6,000 students, both under
graduate or post-graduate, and 31 Division I sport teams,
one would imagine students and the community would
flock to all of the major athletic events hosted by the
school.
This is not the case with Sacred Heart University.
Despite playing outdoor home games at a relatively
new Campus Field (opened in 1997) and indoor home
games at the William H. Pitt Center (also opened in 1997),
the Pioneers rank at the very bottom in attendance for the
major sports in the Northeast Conference.
One of the major reasons for this is the lack of at
tendance among students. Especially considering the two
freshman dorms (Seton and Merton) are at the bottom of
the hill leading to the William H. Pitt Center and Campus
Field.
“I don’t see why you wouldn’t walk up the hill,” said
Larry Wielk, Dean of Students. “I don’t think there is a’
huge interest. There are 800 student-athletes and over 500
students that play club sports.
•“That is a significant amount of people on campus
that are into sports. We have close to 1,700 students who

live on the main campus. They can’t say it’s too far to walk
up the hill.”
The athletics staff and administration realizes that
there is an issue and have made it a priority to try and
increase the student attendance at all Sacred Heart athletic
events.

FOOTBALL
There are nine schools in the Northeast Conference
that have football programs. Of those nine schools Sacred
Heart ranks sixth in attendance at their games, despite hav
ing the fifth largest student-enrollment of undergrads in
the conference according to College Board.
Sacred Heart averaged 2,230 fans at their home
games this past fall. SUNY Albany averaged 3,928 and
Central Connecticut State averaged 3,169 to lead the con
ference.
“It definitely has an effect on all the players to have
Campus Field sold out,” said red-shirt junior wide receiv
er JoJo Jamiel. “The Homecoming game this fall against
Monmouth was one of the best crowds I’ve ever played in
front of.”
While Jamiel is right, the Homecoming attendance
was 3,101 and Family Weekend brought in 3,468 fans, the
thing is these games only helped bring Sacred Heart’s av

erage attendance up. It was not an indication of the actual
attendance for a normal weekend game.
Without these games coinciding with University
weekend events, the Pioneers would have likely slipped to
the bottom two in the conference in terms of attendance.
Wagner averaged 1,892 fans to rank eighth, and St.
Francis (PA) averaged 1,410 to rank ninth.
“From students and professors, all the way to the
community, it’s just not important to a large number of
people here,” Jaiiuel said. “As soon as football becomes a
priority like at other big schools, I really don’t see Sacred
Heart football attracting huge crowds.
“Even my freshman year when we were an undefeat
ed 6-0 to start the season, the crowds weren’t any bigger
than our games this past season.”

MEN’S BASKETBALL
The Northeast Conference has 12 schools with men’s
basketball programs, and Sacred Heart ranks last in aver
age home attendance.
The Pioneers have averaged only 550 fans (all num
bers as of Jan. 14) at their home games.

See ATHLETIC ATTENDANCE on page 15...
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Academic showcases
display faculty talents
Professors from all four colleges present
lectures on a wide range of subjects
Mike Peterson

News Editor
Sacred Heart University’s Presidential Inaugu
ral Lecture Series has featured academic lectures
from several prominent scholars, will continue with
four Academic Research Showcases in the Schine
Auditorium.
Each of the four colleges at Sacred Heart will
be represented in the Academic Research Showcase.
According to the Sacred Heart University website,
the four lecturers are Anne M. Barker, Ed. D.; Jac
queline Kelleher, Ph.D.; Peter Maresco, Ph.D.; and
Jennifer McLaughlin. Each lecture is free of charge
and open to the public.
The showcases give the university a chance to
display the talents of its faculty members. “I think
it’s a great idea,” said senior Kelly Rogers. “We al
ways have people coming in from other colleges to
speak. This gives people a chance to see how capable
our own professors are.”
Proposals from Sacred Heart faculty needed to
be in the professor’s academic field. They also need
ed to pertain to the university’s yearlong inaugural
theme, “A Time for New Beginnings.”
The first lecture is tonight at 7 p.m. and will
represent the College of Arts and Sciences. Prof.
Jennifer McLaughlin will present “Reflecting on the
Bicentennial of the War of 1812.” McLaughlin’s talk
will focus on the Treaty of Ghent in 1814 and the
“new beginnings” that it led to in the U.S.
“Prof. McLaughlin’s lecture should be very in
teresting,” said senior Felicia Hernandez. “It’s great
that someone will be commemorating the War of
1812, which was an important part of U.S. history.
Plus, as a history major I’m excited that we’ll be rep
resenting the College of Arts and Sciences.”
The second lecture will exhibit the College of
Health Professions. On Wednesday, Feb. 8 at 7 p.m..
Barker will speak on “Complexity Science: A Theo

retical Model to Inform New Beginnings.” Her lec
ture will discuss complexity science as it relates to
Sacred Heart, and also suggest approaches for work
ing and teaching in a complex adaptive system.
Rogers looks forward to the lecture and the ef
fects it will have for the College of Health Profes
sions.
“It shows what the school is all about,” she said.
“A lot of people hear ‘health professions’ and think
it’s all about healing sick and injured people. But the
professors here are concerned with a lot of different
subjects and areas of study.”
Kelleher will address “Film and PerspectiveTaking: Educating Educators on Youth with Au
tism” on Tuesday, Feb. 28 at 8 p.m. Representing the
Isabelle Farrington College of Education, Kelleher
will talk about the role that multi-media can play in
equipping teachers with the tools and understand
ing to manage autism spectrum disorders. Her un
dertaking was partially inspired by her autistic twin
14-year-old boys.
Dr. Peter Maresco of the John F. Welch College
of Business will deliver a lecture on “The Expanding
Christian Marketplace: If You Can Name It, Or Make
It, the Christian Marketplace Probably Sells It!” On
Wednesday, March 14 at 7 p.m., Maresco will ex
amine the considerable market for Christian-themed
items. His lecture is also the introduction to a book
he is writing about the Christian marketplace.
The lectures display the wide range of academic
study at Sacred Heart.
“No two lectures are alike, which is impressive,”
said Hernandez. “These presentations will show how
diverse the school is. There are great teachers in ev
ery department.”
Rogers believes that the lectures will also dem
onstrate the faculty’s passion.
“Professors are interested in the subjects they
teach on,” she said. “I think we’ll see how creative
and enthusiastic they can be with these lectures.”

Calendar of Events
Wednesday, January 25-7 p.m.
Academic Research Showcase: Reflecting on the
Bicentennial of the War of 1812
Schine Auditorium

Thursday, Januaty 26 - 7 p.m.
Men's Basketball vs. Wagner
Pitt Center

Friday, January 27-3 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Chi Omega Installation Ceremony
UC Auditorium

Saturday, January 28 - 11 a.m.
Women's Basketball vs. Mt. St. Mary's
Pitt Center

Sunday, January 29-2 p.m.
Men's Volleyball vs, Lees-McRae
Pitt Center

Heart
Making winter
break worth it
Habitat spends break
helping Katrina
victims on Gulf Coast
Erin Burke

Columnist
Just over two dozen Sacred Heart University students and
staff found themselves in front of the University Commons at
three in the morning, a full week and a half before the rest of
campus returned from the comfort of their homes.
Why, do you ask, would they give up the first week of free
dom before classes and homework, papers and tests?
This group was specially selected from a large group of
applicants to go on Sacred Heart’s annual mission trip to New
Orleans and the Gulf Coast, to help fix the devastating damage
caused by Hurricane Katrina seven years ago.
Although this horrible natural disaster occurred over seven
years ago, its effects are still felt every day by people on the
Gulf Coast. Houses are still abandoned, buildings destroyed, and
many families are still living in what were supposed to be tem
porary dwellings.
Sacred Heart has been sending a delegation every year for
the past six years, and each and every time a delegation comes
back there are similar reactions from its members.
Junior Natasha Sousa is one such member who went on the
trip this year.
“I’ve been on Habitat trips before. I go on one every spring
break,” Sousa said. “But this was different. I made a connection
with people down there that is unlike anything I have ever expe
rienced.”
Another Sacred Heart junior, Mike Wright, also reflected
on his time down in New Orleans.
“It was definitely a life-changing experience,” Wright said.
“Knowing that these people are still living in these conditions
all these years later is unbelievable. But despite their situations,
they are some of the happiest, most down-to-earth people I have
ever had the opportunity to work beside.”
Two seniors from Sacred Heart also found themselves in
the New Orleans area with the Mississippi Matters Mission Trip,
but for a slightly different reason.
Ray Palmer and Bill Romaniello went down with the group
to work with their professor on a documentary about the rebuild
ing of the levees.
As media studies and graphic design majors, their jobs
were to capture meaningful photos and videos of the work that is
still being done in the Gulf Coast area.
They had a slightly different goal in mind than the partici
pants of the Mission Trip, focusing more so on the actual levees.
However, while reflecting on their experiences behind the lens,
both students agree that it was a life-changing experience and
definitely not what they expected.
As so many who have participated on this trip will tell you,
this is such a different experience from any other trip students
can go on through Sacred Heart University’s Volunteer Pro
grams.
It is an opportunity to look at a piece of our country, our
home that is not simply "consumed by poverty, but that was
thrown into horrible conditions by a harsh act of nature. It opens
eyes to how long change and restoration actually takes and it re
minds us all that in the most severe and drastic of circumstances
there is always the opportimity to aid, to change, and to rebuild.
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Protests lead to Nurse has a ‘strong’
SOPA rejection impact on community
Widespread blackouts prevent bilFs
passage in both houses of Congress
Associated Press
Caving to a massive campaign by Internet services and their millions
of users. Congress indefinitely postponed legislation Friday to stop online
piracy of movies and music costing U.S. companies billions of dollars every
year. Critics said the bills would result in censorship and stifle Internet in
novation.
The demise, at least for the time being, of the anti-piracy bills was a
clear victory for Silicon Valley over Hollywood, which has campaigned for
a tougher response to online piracy. The legislation also would cover the
counterfeiting of drugs and car parts.
Congress’ qualms underscored how Internet users can use their collec
tive might to block those who want to change the system.
The battle over the future of the Internet also played out on a different
front Thursday when a loose affiliation of hackers known as “Anonymous”
shut down Justice Department websites for several hours and hacked the site
of the Motion Picture Association of America after federal officials issued an
indictment against Megaupload.com, one of the world’s biggest file-sharing
sites.
In the U.S., momentum against the Senate’s Protect Intellectual Prop
erty Act and the House’s Stop Online Piracy Act, known popularly as PIPA
and SOPA, grew quickly on Wednesday when the online encyclopedia Wiki
pedia and other Web giants staged a one-day blackout and Google organized
a petition drive that attracted more than 7 million participants.
On Friday, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., said he was
postponing a test vote set for Tuesday “in light of recent events.” House
Judiciary Committee Chairman Lamar Smith, R-Texas, followed suit, say
ing consideration of a similar House bill would be postponed “until there is
wider agreement on a solution.”
The two bills would allow the Justice Department, and copyright hold
ers, to seek court orders against foreign websites accused of copyright in
fringement. The legislation would bar online advertising networks and pay
ment facilitators such as credit card companies from doing business with an
alleged violator. They also would forbid search engines from linking to such
sites.
The two bills would allow the Justice Department, and copyright hold
ers, to seek court orders against foreign websites accused of copyright in
fringement. The legislation would bar online advertising networks and pay
ment facilitators such as credit card companies from doing business with an
alleged violator. They also would forbid search engines from linking to such
sites.
The chief Senate sponsor. Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Lea
hy, D-Vt., cited estimates that copyright piracy costs the American economy
more than $50 billion annually and that global sales of counterfeit goods
via the Internet reached $135 billion in 2010. He and Smith insist that their
bills target only foreign criminals and that there is nothing in them to require
websites, Internet service providers, search engines or others to monitor their
networks.
That didn’t satisfy critics who said the legislation could force Internet
companies to pre-screen user comments or videos, burden new and smaller
websites with huge litigation costs and impede new investments.
The scuttling, for now, of PIPA and SOPA frustrates what might have
been one of the few opportunities to move significant legislation in an elec
tion year where the two parties have little motivation to cooperate.
Until recently “you would have thought this bill was teed up,” with
backing from key Senate leaders and support from powerful interest groups,
said Sen. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., who cosponsored the original bill but quickly
dropped his backing on the grounds the bill could undermine innovation and
Internet freedom.
Moran said the “uprising” of so many people with similar concerns was
a “major turnaround, and in my experience it is something that has happened
very rarely.”
Moran said PIPA and SOPA now have “such a black eye” that it will be
difficult to amend them. Reid, however, said that there'had been progress in
recent talks among the various stakeholders and “there is no reason that the
legitimate issues raised by many about this bill cannot be resolved.”
Jeff Chester, executive director for the Center for Digital Democracy,
a consumer protection and privacy advocacy group, said Google and Facebook and their supporters “have delivered a powerful blow to the Hollywood
lobby.” He predicted a compromise that doesn’t include what many see as
overreaching provisions in the current legislation.
“It’s been framed as an Internet freedom issue, but at the end of the day
it will be decided on the narrow interests of the old and new media compa
nies,” he said. The big" questions involve who should or shouldn’t pay — or
be paid — for Internet content.
The bill’s opponents were relieved it was put on hold!
Markham Erickson, executive director of NetCoalition, commended Con
gress for “recognizing the serious collateral damage this bill could inflict on
the Internet.”

Nursing professor receives awards for
dedication to volunteer work and public health
Kelly Taylor

Asst. News Editor
It’s all in a day’s work for Dr. Linda Strong
of the Sacred Heart University Nursing Depart
ment.
Strong has recently been declared the re
cipient of the Outstanding Volunteer^ Award
from the New England Medical Reserve Corps
(MRC) after she was nominated by the Stratford
Conn. Department of Health.
According to the Sacred Heart University
website. Strong has been a longtime volunteer
for the civilian group, which assists in times of
disasters and epidemics.
MRC of Stratford-Trumbull-Monroe is
a volunteer organization with 280 current vol
unteering members. In a description given on
MRC’s website, they explain what their pro
gram is about.
“The Stratford-Trumbull-Monroe Medi
cal Reserve Corps is sponsored by the Stratford
Health Department addressing the public health
and emergency preparedness needs of the near
ly 108,000 residents of Stratford, Trumbull, and
Monroe,” according to the website.
“We draw on medical and non-medical
volunteers from area towns to help the commu
nities prepare for, respond to and mitigate emer
gencies, disasters, and pressing public health
neetfs.”
Strong’s work with the MRC is just one
commitment she has made to her health care

career. In 2011 Strong was named Healthcare
Hero for Greater New Haven in the Community
Service Category.
Upon being named a Healthcare Hero,
Strong described her dedication to healthcare.
“I fell in love with nursing in my senior
year in college and have had a passionate love
affair with public health nursing all my life,”
she told New Haven magazine.
Strong founded and co-directed the Sacred
Heart University/St. Charles Health & Wellness
Clinic. She also established Aging With Grace,
a seniors program, in 2005.
Strong’s leadership and commitment to
volunteer work has particularly impacted her
students and fellow nursing professors.
Senior Gina Belfiore has had many per
sonal experiences with Strong.
“I have worked with her in a clinic envi
ronment before, and she is an amazing nurse.
She is very kind and helpful to the students,”
she said.
One way that Strong assists students is by
ensuring that they feel at ease.
“She acts as a mentor and helps you to feel
comfortable while giving your first injection,
which can be nerve-racking,” Belfiore said.
Strong has always believed in administer
ing her services on a direct basis.
“I am a public health nurse,” she told New
Haven magazine. “The wealth of a country is
measured by the good health of its citizens, so
if I can make a difference in people’s lives as a
public health nurse, then they will be stronger.”

^
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Exploring diversity during CURTIS Week
Students experience differences through community service and immersion
Mike Peterson

News Editor
From Jan. 11 to 16, students and
staff members from Sacred Heart Univer
sity volunteered in the Bridgeport area for
CURTIS Week, an annual initiative that
promotes conununity involvement and cul
tural understanding.
According to the Sacred Heart web
site, “CURTIS” stands for “Community
Understanding & Reflection Through
Inner-city Service.” The name honors the
Most Reverend Walter W. Curtis, the sec
ond Bishop of Bridgeport and founder of
the university.
There were multiple purposes for the
event.
“The main focus of the week was
two-fold,” said senior Samantha Fasanello,
who was one of the student leaders. “We
aimed to assist our Bridgeport neighbors
to the best of our ability, while working to
gain a better understanding of the cultural
diversity that is present within it.”
The students were busy performing
conununity service throughout the week.
Participants were divided into groups and
worked at various sites. On Wednesday,
Jan. 11, they worked at the Bridgeport
Rescue Mission, a homeless shelter, a
Washington Terrace house, for Habitat for
Humanity, and with the RISE Program, a
group that helps post-secondary students
with special needs.
But the week was about more than
just service. On Thursday night, members
were treated to an authentic Puerto Rican
dinner at St. Charles Parish. While they
ate, they listened to the stories of actual
Habitat homeowners, which proved to be

an eye-opener as well as inspiration for leged crimes. Students had to use the in Congregational Church, and the Holy Ro
them throughout the week.
formation they received to guess who the sary Food Pantry.
“Meeting the Habitat homeowners actual criminal was.
One particular kitchen employee
definitely had an impact on me,” said se
The exercise tried to teach a lesson moved Burkart.
nior Sarah Burkart. “Hearing their stories about judgment.
i
“Chef Paul, from Bridgeport Rescue
made me want to work that much harder to
“It really showed us that not all con Mission, truly inspired me,” she said. “He
help complete their house. Even though I victs or ex-convicts should be punished told us that he could be a chef in a restau
only met these families one time, they will forever, and that rehabilitation is a viable rant and cook for hundreds of people who
forever hold a place in my heart.”
outcome,” said Fasanello.
simply want food, but he really enjoys
Fasanello agreed that the homeown
Burkart echoed this sentiment.
serving food to those who need it most. His
ers provided motivation.
“Through reflection, we had an in story really touched me.”
“It’s always interesting to hear the creased understanding of those around us,
Overall, CURTIS Week was construc
different stories of the families that we’re and we were able to break away from the tive for both participants and the citizens
building for,” she said. “Not only do we prejudices that surround our society,” she they helped. Burkart appreciated the op
gain an understanding of their culture and said.
portunities it afforded her and her class
background, but the participants are further
During CURTIS Week, Sacred Heart mates.
motivated to continue working with Habi students spent a significant amount of time
“CURTIS Week encouraged all the
tat after hearing the personal accounts of working with hunger programs. Among participants to get involved with, respect,
families that we’re directly helping.”
the kitchens where they served food were and understand those in our own commu
Throughout the week, the students the Bridgeport Rescue Mission, the United nity,” she said.
also experienced the traditions of vari
ous religions. They attended services at
A1 Aziz Islamic Center and Congregation
B’nai Israel, as well as a Spanish mass at
St. Charles Parish and a service in honor
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at Mt. Aery
Baptist Church.
For Fasanello, these services proved
to be memorable.
“I liked all of the cultural experiences
during CURTIS Week,” she said. “I truly
found all of them to be valuable.”
One important aspect of the students’
initiative was defying stereotypes and as
sumptions.
At the beginning of the week, mem
bers of a halfway house called the Co-op
Center presented a program called “To
Tell the Truth.” During this program, three
performers — one convicted felon and two
Photo Courtesy of Tracy Deer-Mirek
actors - answered questions about their al Students serve food at a local food pantry during CURTIS Week.
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Life altering trip leads to questions
SHU alumnus extends his reach to Korea in hopes offinding himself
Frank Morrone

Contributing Writer
I left for Korea nearly two years after
first conceiving the idea to teach English
abroad. Too much of my time then felt like
a stacked deck of cards that kept drawing
on, without any sense of accomplishment,
just going through the motions of a four
year degree. So last May marked my grad
uation date and departure from the United
States for the first time in my life.
Travel is a funny thing compared to
what it must have meant years ago, before
the Internet and social networking, because
just going the distance doesn’t feel so re
markable. That’s largely because despite
living so far from home, it’s possible to ex
ist in a bubble where you shut the door to
the outside, and through the speakers and
monitor of a computer, you hold on to ev
erything you left. Not only that, but there is
a McDonald’s here, and they even deliver.
My intention to live out here in Ko
rea was kind of a modem day Henry Thoreau type deal, with some notable excep
tions. Instead of wanting a more objective
perspective on society, I wanted to know
what there was to myself with the kind of

clarity only living apart from home and
fnends can provide. However, with no dis
respect to Thoreau, I wasn’t about to live
in the wilderness in a self-assembled shack
- though maybe I should have, because I
was guilty of creating the kind of bubble I
previously described.
Not only did that defeat the purpose
of my journey, it also put me in a bad spot
where I wasn’t satisfied with what I was
trying to stay connected with, and I was
also isolating myself from the country I
was living in.
If I kept that up, I wouldn’t have lasted
long here. Even worse, I would have been
pretty bitter returning home to everything
that had sabotaged my career in Korea (by
no fault of its own). So I disconnected, re
grettably not as cleanly as I should have,
but I had to commit to something, or was
about to be tom apart.
Language acquisition has never been
a strength of mine. Living in a country
without learning the native language is
similar to watching a foreign film without
subtitles. Yeah, I could I manage without it,
but I’d be missing out on a lot. It’s a matter
of practice and persistence, making mis
takes repeatedly and getting to be familiar

with awkward situations.
More important than learning the
language, was simply putting myself out
there. I’ve had some pretty good back-andforths on economy ticket trains that keep
the country very accessible. You meet all
types of people on trains: adolescents en
joying the simple fact of traveling with
their parents supervision, the military guys
hanging out together going to or back from
assignment, the working class in suits and
ties, the hikers with metal drinking cups
dangling from backpacks, and even a few
‘waygookin,’ foreigners like myself trying
to place ourselves in relation to everything
else.
I sought out the places the natives
will go. I stood in the glow of a cavernous
Buddhist temple that was silent and still,
except for the subtle movement of paper
lotus flowers suspended from the ceiling
and candle light, and in the more dimly
lit and cigarette smoke-filled, high-speed
PC rooms. I went to a Korean bath house
on Christmas and it was hard not to feel
a sense of camaraderie, despite the cul
tural barriers, with the spirited company of
Asian men in that shared pool of hot water.
The English academy that employs me and

sponsors my visa is a journey in and of it
self Managing my classes is a leam-as-I
go-experience, and teaching them is a test
of attrition. My Korean co-teacher sim
ply tells me I have yet to find my way as
teacher, and that I must accept the students’
problems as my own. That advice wasn’t
so comforting the first time I heard it, but it
has become encouraging in a nausea induc
ing kind of way.
Korea has been a lot of things, maybe
most of all a lesson in humility. I know I
am not the first person to go out on a limb
to see what kind of character he is, and then
deal with the disappointment of not be
ing nearly as strong or as good as he once
thought. There have been difficult weeks
I’ve seen turn into months. Every now and
then, a lesson plan goes well or there is a
three day weekend, and if only for a mo
ment, I’m back in tip-top shape.
I often think about the good fnends I
haven’t seen, and the relationship I ruined
by committing to Korea. Although some
important things to me haven fallen apart,
it’s given me the opportunity to piece many
things together.
Maybe a year from now I’ll tell you if
it was all worth it.

A Wii bit of exercise
Contributing Writer

researchers’ goal was to show the ben
efit of interactive physical and cognitive
exercise over more traditional exercis-

"
wiirtei- Weaffiet' may de- ter people from leaving their homes to
hit the gym, electronics such as Wii Fit
and Wii Sports serve as a substitute for
more traditional forms of exercise.
Although these games have be
come increasingly popular as a whole,
many Sacred Heart University students
said they prefer more traditional styles
of exercise.
“I have Wii Sports and Zumba,”
said junior Sherrod Williamson. “How
ever I’d rather go to the gym because
there are other people and it is much
more fun doing [Zumba] with a group
of people.”
According to junior Abshir Aden,
the Wii exercise games go against tra
ditional video game qualities because
they require the player to physically
participate in a more demanding way.
“Video games are supposed to be a
lazy thing,” Aden said. “I don’t want to
stand up to play them.”
While the new trend of “exergaming” may not be popular among college
students, recent studies have linked
their use by the elderly population to
increased cognition and decreased de
mentia.
The Cyber Cycle Study incorporat
ed indoor bike equipment with virtual
reality displays, and enrolled volunteers
from independent living facilities. The

According to the study, those who
used the bikes with the display pvnpri- ..^—1^
enced a 23 percent reduction in progres
sion to mild cognitive impairment com
pared to those using a traditional bike.
While these “exergames” are ben
eficial to the elderly population, sopho
more Chris Rivera thinks they are tai
lored for certain age groups.
“It appeals to a certain market, but I
don’t feel that it appeals to everybody,”
said Rivera. “I don’t think it’s going to
be too popular but it will have its fair
share of supporters.”
Although these games may not be
popular among students when used in
dividually, senior Brittany MacVittie
said that her entire family uses the Wii
Fit and Wii Sports games. According to
her, it’s a more economical way to get
fit.
“It costs a lot of money for the
membership to the gym that we have
close by,” MacVittie said.
While “exergames” provide an al
ternative to traditional types of exercise,
some students who have yet to try them
said they would be willing.
“I would try them just because of
my interest in sports,” said junior Kiley
Evans. “I know a lot of my friends have
it, but I just never have really been into
video games.”
^

Keisan Gittens
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Sophomore Julie Lally attempts to find a seat among sophomores Lisa Battista, Kim
O’Connell and Gianna Colgero.
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Finding the right seat in the classroom

Amanda Rivera

Contributing Writer
Ladies and Gents, where you sit the first
day of class is very important. You see, the
professor might be the King or Queen of the
classroom, but the students are the Lords and
Ladies of the class.
So as a fine L6rd or Lady, you need to
pick the best territory. Where you sit deter
mines whether you will take on the role of
teachers pet or a comatose slob. These are
life decisions being made!
During my first class of the semester, I
was fortunate enough to pick a pretty cool
spot. Alright, let’s j^pper that statement with
some sarcasm, because I didn’t really have
a choice in the matter. I showed up late for
my first day, and the only seat left was right
in front - dead center. I’m assuming Lady
Luck was busy helping some smarmy dude
with leather pants in the casino that morning.
She kind of has this habit of bailing on me.
Whatever happened to “chicks before...’’
So while I was standing in the doorway
that day during the professor’s lecture, my
thoughts slapped me. They shouted, “Re

ally?! You are telling me that everyone in
that class was thinking the same exact thing
and avoided that one seat? That they had a
conference together and declared that seat
no man’s land?
I don’t know what it is about dead center
seats in the front of the classroom, but they
are the worst! It makes you feel like all eyes
are staring at you. Like the whole classroom
is watching your every move and there’s a
sportscaster in the comer of the room shout
ing, “She is opening her bag. Will it be a pen
or a pencil? Oh wait, she pulled out a stick of
gum! It is safe to say that her breath smells
Let’s get an instant replay on this one - yes,
her breath smells!”
Needless to say, it’s embarrassing. Not
to mention how hard actually getting to that
seat can be. It’s not just one person you have
to squeeze past, but half a row of people.
I’m not a big girl, but when people sit a foot
from their desk it’s pretty hard to squeeze by
them.
To avoid all future craziness. I’m go
ing to assign a professional gambler to fol
low me wherever I go. That way when Lady
Luck comes around I can force her to find
me a seat in the back.
___
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Sophomores Charlie Brunckhorst and Renee Cocozza try “exergaming.”
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He Said/She Said
When should you un-friend your ex
on Facebook?

AP Photo

People wait in line at a job fair employer hiring event for Safeway in Portland,
Ore. in hope of finding the a job match.

Searching for the
perfect part-time j ob
Liz Lezama

job can become complicated when circumstances change.
Asst. Perspectives Editor
__
..“Past jobs have»bee^ better,’sf said
-y
Dominguez.
“They not only gave me the
Finding the “perfect” part-time job
time
off
for
school, but they were also
is an increasingly difficult task especial
flexible
enough
to give me time off for ca
ly with today’s economy. Many Sacred
reer
building
work.”
Heart University students have found that
However, others have had the oppo
this task becomes even harder when bal
site experience in the past at their jobs.
ancing a college schedule is involved.
“Before I worked for the school, my
College students search for jobs that
job® definitely saw education as unimport
will not only give them the money needed
ant,” said Nania. “The employers decid
for bills and uncovered school expenses,
ed.not to ’fiire me back because I had to
but also those that take into account their
change my schedule due to school.
needs in regards to education. Michael
Regardless of where and when stu
.Dominguez, a graduate student at Sacred
dents work, they look for a job in which
Heart University, is one of many who
they are celebrated for pursuing their own
struggle to find a job that fits the bill.
“I work at a retail coffee shop,” said goals and are praised for doing well in
Dominguez. “While my job takes my school.
“They are very encouraging and
class availability into account, if I needed
make me feel good that I am a student
to take off any time for projects, 1 would
pursuing a degree,” said James.
have to dip into my vacation time for it.”
Other jobs are not as considerate of
For many college students, being
students’
goals.
able to have a flexible availability is a
“If
I
do any career-oriented expand
leading characteristic of the ideal parting,
my
job
doesn’t give me the time
time job. Some students find it easier to
needed to do it,” said Dominguez. “My
work through the school for this reason.
“My job takes my availability into manager does not go out of her way to
account, mostly because it is through the help find coVerage for me.”
Staff is another factor in determining
school,” said junior Kimberly Nania.
how
a
job influences the student’s needs.
Some students take work-study po
“My boss and his family are extreme
sitions at the university because of their
ly friendly, understanding people, and I
focus on education.
couldn’t
ask for better employers,” said
“I have a work-study job in the
Wagner.
Bridgeport school system,” said junior
■ Wagner also has the added feature of
Natasha James. “My supervisor has a
clear understanding that I’m working to having individuals with similar life goals
working alongside him.
wards my career at school.”
“My co-worker, Michael, is an Eng
Other students have been more suc
lish
major
from Long Island and the two
cessful in finding jobs outside of school
of
us
extensively
talk about the field,” he
that meet all of the needs and expectations
said.
of a college student. Junior Matt Wagner
Whether it be working for the school
has found the perfect part-time job at a
or working elsewhere, the ideal part-time
farm in Long Island.
“I aim to be a teacher,” said Wagner. job is custom-made depending on the in
“My job understands that I am working dividual’s needs and commitments. While
towards my own career and it also prom some students have found their niche in
ises me a long standing position in the off the part-time job spectrum, others are still
searching.
season.”
“I just want a job that fits my lifestyle
Sometimes the search for the perfect
and my needs,” said Dominguez.

Ah Facebook, the place by which all
life’s important moments are sited and
judged. Personally, I could not disagree
more about this whole topic — since when
did a website trump personal interaction
or the intentional lack of?
Whether it’s breakups or post awk
ward hookups, my thoughts don’t im
mediately jump to how quickly I need to
delete them from Facebook. Male and fe
male reaction to such a thing can either be
extremely different or exactly the same,
depending on the individual, but the sys
tem by which a guy reacts is pretty uni
form.
When push comes to shove, guys
will either A.) Just get pissed B.) Go out
and make an empowered effort to “forget”
about that person and move on, or C.)
All of the above. Essentially, the point I’m
trying to make is that in a male state of
mind, Facebook is probably the last thing
we think of when faced with the idea of a
breakup.
I’ve never known of a guy contem
plating how to attempt to further degrade
their former significant other by depriving
them of looking at their photos and status
updates. If anything, you want keep them
as fiiends just to show how much better
off you really are. The more you think
about it, if that is what you’re looking to
do, keeping them as a fiiend only gives^
you a greater opportunity to show them
up and make them think of how big of a
mistake they may have made.
As someone who has been on the
receiving end of the whole “defriending”
and being blocked situation, I honestly
didn’t even know until someone made an
issue out of it. Even then, like most guys, I
really didn’t care at all because at that mo
ment I had already initiated point “B” up
top. Don’t get me wrong, after a breakup,
no one wants to constantly be reminded of
the other person as their photos and junk
seem to be coming up in front of your face
almost every two minutes.
The point that I’m trying to push is
that making such a big issue out of Facebook raises the importance and priority
of a website over the importance of how
' you handle your own social life in the real
world. Does deleting someone as a friend
off Facebook really make a difference
even if you make an effort to never talk to
that person ever again?
The entire Facebook friend thing is
ridiculous in its own right anyway. I’m
willing to bet everyone has hundreds of
people they have barely, if not ever re
ally spoken to seriously. That being said,
you’re more so acquaintances with at least
70 percent of the people on that site, thus
pretty much zapping any kind of impor
tance one could try to attach to these on
line artificial friendships. Facebook was
designed to aid in the interaction of peo
ple, not take its place.
So if you want to attempt to erase a
bad breakup from your Facebook life go
ahead, but don’t make it more important
than actually removing that person from
your real life. That being said, we have
all heard the quote, “an ex is an ex for a
reason” and Facebook or not, the genius
behind these words of wisdom cannot be
discounted.

Facebook is an outlet that engages
our always active and curious minds.
We love knowing things about people
we don’t know. It is easy to feel like you
know someone when you are able to see
photos of them and read joumal-like sta
tus updates. Newer features on Facebook
even allow you to see where they are, pin
pointed on a map.
Have you ever found yourself “Facebook creeping” on a mutual friend of a
friend of a friend, working your way all
the way back to their very first Facebook
photo? I know I have. If we are willing to
investigate into the interconnections, con
versations, and lives of people we don’t
even know, what can we say about exes?
Where do you draw the line between curi
osity and stalking?
I don’t think it’s healthy to constantly
patrol an ex’s Facebook page. What good
ever comes from it? The only real results
are jealousy, resentment, and an underly
ing force that makes you secretly hope he
is unhappy. In reality, you are probably go
ing to see him having fiin, enjoying him
self, and meeting new people. Life does
not end with a break-up and that truth will
be effervescently displayed throughout
your ex’s status updates, photo albums,
and wall-to-wall comments.
I am not saying that you can’t be on
good terms with your ex. That is perfect
ly healthy. But what good comes out of
stalking an ex on Facebook? You are giv
en constant reminders of your ex in your
newsfeed and seeing his or her thumbnail
photo on Facebook ehat will just drive you
nuts! There are so many things that are go
ing to trigger stress and anxiety, which is
definitely not setting you on the right traek
to a healthy breakup.
So, when should you un-friend an
ex on Facebook? Immediately. This will
automatically eliminate the temptation
to peak at his or her Facebook profile or
check out mutual friends for updates. If
you don’t feel comfortable deleting your
ex right off the bat, here is a list of some
warning signs that will let you know that
you need to hit that “unfriend” button:
• You find yourself typing his or her
name into the Facebook search bar every
single time you log on. Red flag.
• You find yourself rereading the
same wall posts and comments or flipping
through the same Facebook albums dis
playing your past relationship. Red flag.
• You patrol through your ex’s Facebook page looking for flirty comments
from other girls. Red flag.
• You get stressed out every time you
see his name pop up on your news feed.
GIANT RED FLAG.
You definitely do not want anything
after a break-up to be causing you stress
and anxiety - especially with something
so preventable.
That’s it. Time to “unfriend” and
move forward. Don’t let your pride get
in the way of taking this step. You are
inhibiting yourself from moving forward
by looking back on the past everyday. Do
yourself the favor. Do what is best for you
in the long run. It’s a hard thing, but press
ing that “unfriend” button is opening a
whole new chapter for your life called: “I
am just fine without you.”

Editorials
A message to New York Giants fans
Ryan Hannable
Editor-in-Chief
I will start this by saying I am a
die-hard Patriots fan, but I also main
tain a level of objectivity when it comes
to the NFL, so I am not writing this just
because the Patriots are playing the Gi
ants in the Super Bowl.
I just would like to say a few
things to Giants fans that I know will
be brought up over the next week or so.
The media and Giants fans will be
bringing up the 2008 Super Bowl when
the Giants beat the Patriots to ruin the
Patriots’ undefeated season.
1 am not denying this happened,
the Giants did beat the Patriots in Su
per Bowl XLII, but the world doesn’t
need to be reminded of this every two
segments on Sports Center seeing Da
vid Tyree making his spectacular catch
over Rodney Harrison and in every
conversation about the game.
Second thing, Eli Manning is not
elite. I know you can’t spell elite with-,
out E-L-I, but he is anything but elite.
He has only won one Super Bowl
and has a lifetime record of 74-54.
Also, elite quarterbacks don’t allow
their team’s to go on four-game losing
streaks, like the Giants had this season.
Tom Brady is an elite quarterback.
He has a lifetime record of 140-40 and

this will be his fifth Super Bowl in his
ten year’s in the league, winning three
of them.
Finally, Giants and any other
fans cannot say the Patriots got lucky
against the Ravens in the AFC Champi
onship game and don’t deserve to be in
the Super Bowl.
They scored more points than the
Ravens did, therefore deserved to win
the game.
Sure, Billy Cundiff missed a field
goal that would have forced overtime,
but that is part of football.
I haven’t heard any Patriots fans
say the Giants got lucky beating the
49ers.
The 49ers kick returner Kyle Wil
liams fumbled twice, which led to 10
Giants points, including the game-win
ning field goal in overtime.
If you’re going to say the Patriots
got lucky, how can you not say the Gi
ants got lucky as well?
Mistakes are part of not only foot
ball, but sports as well.
I am genuinely looking forward to
next Sunday’s game, which I think will
be very competitive. I just don’t want to
hear from all the Giants fans until then
saying how the Giants beat the Patriots
in 2008 and how their quarterback is
elite.
What happened in the past, hap
pened in the past. This is Super Bowl
XLVI, not anything else.

Mission work leads to broken
hearts and discouraged attempts
My last editorial ended with a count
down of how many days imtil I would return
back to Kenya.
Well those days came and went in the
blink of an eye. One week ago I returned
to Sacred Heart from my home away from
home, and it was a trip that was nothing I
could have ever expected.
From the moment I landed I should have
known that this time would be different from
previous ones.
The director of the orphanage came to
the airport an hour late, which left me making
interesting conversation with some cab driv
ers until 5 a.m. when he finally arrived.
When I pulled up to the orphanage, I
was warmly greeted by two other volunteers,
Jacquie and Laura, who I was lucky to have
known before my arrival. By that afternoon
almost all of the kids had made their way
home from school and I could not have been
happier.
However, within a day story upon story
started pouring out about the corruption at the
orphanage, all due to the director and his wife.
While visiting the orphanage in 2010, Mwangi, a three year old boy, had been rushed to
the hospital for breaking his femur.
On my first day back this past week, I learned
that this was due to a staff member beating
him so hard that she cracked his femur in half.
The horrific stories about what went on
at Watato Wa Baraka Orphanage continued
for the next week. We discovered the massive

Hannah Ackerman
Features Editor
amounts of money being stolen from donors
along with the excessive amount of child la
bor and child abuse.
By the end of the week, myself, Laura,
and Jacquie had enough. We decided to visit
child services in Nairobi to try and have the
director removed.
However, we found this process to be
easier said than done. With only one day left
in Kenya I was forced to leave our exhausted
attempts in Laura and Jacquie’s hands. To our
discomfort, on the day of my departure, the
director found out what we were up to and
interrogated the eldest children at the orphan
age.
While it has only been a week since I
left, the situation seems to worsen every day.
None of us are allowed back at the orphanage
and we feel helpless on how we can make a
difference.
This week in Kenya brought complica
tions and heartache that I did not anticipate.
I am left confused and unaware of what to
do.
In my perfect world I would have the
children moved or the director removed, but
this has proven to be a seriously difficult task.
I hope that our efforts made this month
will be evident when I return this summer.
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Arts & Entertainment

Gallery brings art off the streets
Lisa Manente

A&E Editor
Bearded men pierced with nails, toes
giving the peace sign, and guns with eyes.
These images, along with 30 other
posters, are now being displayed in the
Gallery of Contemporary Art’s “Voices in
the Street,” an exhibit of Polish street post
ers.
During the gallery’s opening recep
tion on Simday, exhibit curator. Dr. Marek
Bartelik, told the story how his collection
that was “never meant to be a collection”
accidentally began.
Acquiring the cultural posters from
a friend who gave them to him after she
failed to sell them, Bartelik donated the
works to the collection of the Cooper
Union for the Advancement of Science and
Art in New York.
With the help of the Sacred Heart Pol
ish Studies fund, the posters made their
way to Sacred Heart. Bartelik chose these
specifics posters with art gallery director
Sophia Gevas because of their, “visual im
pact,” she said.
The abstract, graphic, some brightly
colored and some black and white visuals
did make an impact on visitors to the gal
lery.
“They are intriguing and there is a lot
to be interpreted. They are very sticking,”
said senior Donna Nolan, who is a graphic
arts minor.
The posters, which were created be
tween 1954 to 1997, were created as street
art for cultural elements in Poland, such as
music, movies, theater, and operas.

Unlike standard, modem day Ameri
can advertisements, the Polish posters
were edgy, bizarre, and some even inter
preted them as violent.
“One man told me he thought many
of the posters were violent,” said freshman
Mareeka Dookie, who works at the gallery.
“He said they reminded him of war and
Nazis.”
Although they were from Poland,
many of the poster had traces of American
influences in them, as Bartelik pointed out
was because of Poland’s new activity into
Western Culture.
One poster entitled, “American Paint
ing from the Eighties,” was a picture of
the American flag being painted by a paint
brush stamped with the phrase, “Made in
the USA.”
Other posters included familiar
American names, like Sean Connery and
20th Century Fox.
While there were many obvious
American influences in some of the post
ers, Polish visitor, Agnes Orlowski, be
lieved that this type of art wouldn’t be ac
cepted if it were on U.S streets.
“It’s disturbing. I don’t think it would
play out in America. It would be too con By 1989, these semi homemade, expres
troversial,” she Said. “Poland is darker than sive posters became obsolete compared to
modernized posters using photographs.
America.”
However, Baretlik said, “It is a period
However, her mother, Polish descen
that is now extending into present reality.
dant Halina Orlowski, disagreed.
“No, no. I could argue that,” she said. There has become more and more interest
While these creations may have been in what the posters say.”
However, regardless of whether you
driven as advertisements, Bartelik ex
plained that advertising was second pri 4mderstand .ldia Polish words or not, Barte
ority to the artists. Their higher priorities lik encourages viewers of the work to look
were personal expression, releasing emo beyond the unfamiliar language.
“It’s not so important to understand
tions, humor, and poetry.
^

the language. Art is important when it
touches your emotions. It’s a conversation
that invites you to speak,” he said.
One viewer who was struck emotion
al by the work was Sacred Heart alumnus
Bill Adams.
“They [the posters] say to me, how
ever hard the censorship was, it is nearly
impossible to kill the human spirit,” he
said., ,:- ;
The “Voices in the Street” exhibit is
open until March 1.

SHU band gets lucky in Ireland
Mia Selvaggio

Contributing Writer
After over a year of hard work and fundraising, the
Sacred Heart University Band was finally able to take their
long awaited trip to perform in Ireland.
The first ever international tour for the band consisted
of five performances between Dingle and Dublin, Ireland.
Using the help of Sacred Heart’s Dingle campus co
ordinator Sean Pol, a travel agency, and a special invita
tion from Father Pat O’Donohue of the Pro-Cathedral in
Dublin, 60 people represented the university in Ireland.
Keeping busy performing in joint concerts and a
Mass at the Pro-Cathedral, the band took time out to do

some good as well.
Kicking off their tour, they performed at a benefit
concert called Hope Guatemala. With the help of the band,
the concert raised almost $2,000 for the Dingle-based
Charity that does service work in remote parts of Guate
mala.
“I felt so privileged that I could help out just by put
ting on a concert,” said freshman Winnie Maloney, who
performed at the benefit.
Even though they have been performing music for
many years. Sacred Heart band director Keith Johnston
and instructor Galen Tate, took this once in a lifetime op
portunity to perform alongside the band.
With Johnston on trombone and Tate playing the or

The Sacred Heart band performed their first ever international tour in Ireland.

gan, the group performed a special concert in the Chapel
of the Sacred Heart at the Diseart Centre for Irish Cultural
Studies, the home of Sacred Heart’s Irish Study Abroad
program.
In the last few days of their journey the band got to
join native Irish men and women for two performances,
one with the Mullingar Town Band and the other with the
Clondalkin Youth Band.
“Both bands combined to perform four pieces togeth
er, with both bands intermingling and getting to know each
other,” said Johnston.
Besides the Sacred Heart band, the concerts featured
performances by award winning traditional Irish bands
and step dancers.
“The Irish people we met were extraordinary, wel
coming, kind, and gracious. The band’s reception was one
of the warmest I’ve ever encountered. We have truly made
new friends and I look forward to returning,” said John
ston.
Although their purpose of going was to perform,
many of the band members foimd their greatest experi
ences in Ireland were interacting with the people and land.
“Making new friends was such a thrill. Some of my
greatest experiences of the trip were spending time with
friends and just walking around the streets,” said Maloney.
It was the little things about the country that left the
biggest impression on junior Christopher Mastrocola.
“My greatest experiences from the trip were meeting
new people, learning about the culture, and drinking Guin
ness,” he said.
The trip gave a whole new meaning to “hands on
learning.”
“We got to experience the thrill of making music with
our Irish friends, and in the process we came to understand
something about them that would be impossible just by
reading about them in a textbook or seeing a documentary
on TV,” said Johnston. “I am so proud of the band and
what they accomplished for themselves and for the univer
sity.”
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Gervais gets by at
the Golden Globes
Kelly Taylor

Asst. News Editor
Third time’s a charm for British comedian
Ricky Gervais.
Gervais hosted the 69th annual Golden Globes
Awards on Jan. 15.
This was not Gervais’s first time hosting the
award show. For the past three years he has taken the
telecast to a controversial new level.
At last year’s show, A-list stars were slammed
with remarks from Gervais’s bullied humor. This
year, many of them came prepared for the worst
when he took the stage for his opening monologue.
Gervais opened the 2012 awards, at the Bev
erly Hilton hotel, with a series of sarcastic remarks
aimed at obvious stars, Kim Kardashian and Mel
Gibson. He took some low blows at movie flops and
NBC, which ironically is the network that hired him
back.
“Tonight you get Britain’s biggest comedian,
hosting the world’s second biggest award show on
America’s third biggest network — no-no sorry,
fourth,’’ Gervais said during his monologue.
Last year, the Hollywood Foreign Press, which
hosts the Globes, was furious with Gervais’s crude
humor and insulting jokes. However, controversy
gets attention, a point Gervais didn’t let slip by.
“Now, the Hollywood Foreign Press have
warned me if I insult any of you, or any of them, or
offend any viewers or cause any controversy whatso-ever, they will definitely invite me back next year
as well,” he said.
Perhaps NBC’s plan to reduce the offensive
remarks was to simply keep Gervais off the air as
much as possible.
“Can it be considered ‘hosting’ when Ricky
Gervais only appears every 30 minutes during the ^
#goldenglobes?” tweeted VanityFair.
Gervais managed to squeeze in a couple of
raunchy jokes while he was on-air, but it was noth
ing compared to what the hysteria leading up to the
show predicted.
“ 1 enjoyed last year’s show. This year I thought
it was funny too. Everyone makes fun of everyone
all the time. Celebrities need to learn to take things
less personally. It’s only tough talk,” said junior

Meaghan Duval.
Senior Marissa Gagliardo didn’t think this
year’s watered down version was as entertaining as
last year’s show.
“The show this year wasn’t anything I’ll re
member,” she said. “Last year’s show left a lasting
impression in my mind. This year, I already forgot
about,” she said.
However mundane Gervais seemed to be this
year, junior Sarah Tully doesn’t think any of his hu
mor was appropriate.
“I think what he says is inappropriate. I don’t
think he should act the way he does. There is no need
for him to lash out at celebrities to gain laughs,” she
said.
Whatever the audience felt about his perfor
mance, Gervais made it clear it only mattered that
he had fun.
Moments after the conclusions of the awards,
Gervais took to his blog to conunent on his perfor
mance
“Phew! That’s over,” he wrote. “I had a blast
actually.”
While the Golden Globes were full of winners
and losers, all the celebrities seemed to have left un
scathed.

AP Photo

Ricky Gervais hosted this year’s Golden Globes
for the third time.

Steve Jobs: Most Fascinating
Person of 2011
sion personalites, the Kardashians.
Senior Austin Taranto was in agreement with
Asst. A & E Editor
Walters.
“Well, I don’t really see why the Kardashians
As television stations were getting into the holi
were on the list,” he said. “They don’t really do any
day spirit by airing movies and shows like “A Christ
thing other than look pretty.”
mas Story” and “The Grinch,” ABC News station
Aside from the Kardashians, Walters inter
had something different on their agenda. On Dec. 14,
viewed others like Herman Cain and “Modem Fam
the network aired the annual special, “Barbara Wal
ily” stars Eric Stonestreet and Jesse Ferguson, until it
ters presents: 10 Most Fascinating People.”
was time to introduce the most fascinating person of
Among the winners who made this year’s list
2011.
were reality television personalities, the Kardashians,
Walters announced that Steve Jobs was deemed
New York Yankee heartthrob Derek Jeter, and pop
the most fascinating person of 2011, but unfortu
star Katy Perry.
nately couldn’t get an interview with Jobs before he
Some viewers and critics were stunned at the'
passed away.
choices made by Walters.
The special looked back on Jobs life and his con
“After watching the special, some of the people
tribution to technological history as the co-founder of
chosen were definitely good choices,” senior Jennifer
Apple and creator of popular electronics like the iPod
Porti said. “But the other choices made me scratch
and iPad.
my head.
Now that the list has been revealed and the stan
“Some of the winners, like Amanda Knox, could
dard has been set yet again, people will have to really
have been replaced with Tim Tebow or Jay-Z. Both
stand out and fascinate Walters for next year’s spe
have been in the public eye a lot this past year.”
cial.
In Walters’ interviews with all the winners, she
“I think the show is a very interesting way to
asked personal questions and made even bolder state
look back at the controversial year that celebrities
ments. One statement in particular had some critics
have had,” said senior Amanda Smith. “Barbara Wal
disagreeing and caused some controversy.
ters had such a variety of interviews with people, that
“You don’t really act, you don’t sing, you don’t
it was hard not to watch who she thought were fasci
dance. You don’t have any, forgive me, real talent,”
nating.”
said Walters in her interview with the reality televi

Venithda Sourignamath

^American Idol*
still searching
for a star

AP Photo

Lisa Manente
A&E Editor
In addition to his radio show,
movie cameos, and countless E! Spe
cials, Ryan Seacrest was back on his
home turf when “American Idol,”
season 11, premiered last Wednes
day.
In the past I wasn’t a frequent
viewer of the Idol audition episodes.
The “bad auditions,” were redundant and annoying,
and I figured if I wanted to listen to bad singers I could just
record myself.
This year, like seasonspHst^Uieprsmisc was the sartie and
the judges, Steven Tyler, Randy Jackson and JLO, regained
their seats on the panel. However, one thing I noticed was very'
different. The majority of the aired auditions were decent.
It was a refreshing surprise to not have to fast forward
through three quarters of unnecessary, not funny auditions.
(Anyone remember the pants on the ground guy? Not funny)
The first episode’s auditions came from Savannah, GA.
As expected, most of the hopefuls were either southern
belles or cowboys. Being a country music fan myself, I was
excited to hear some soulful renditions of Faith Hill or Miranda
Lambert girl power anthems.
Disappointingly, throughout the majority of the two hours,
everything and everyone was just OK.
I’ve come to the conclusion that the judges must hear
something different than what comes out of the TV. Those who
I thought sounded like they could only just carry a tune, the
judges acted like were the next Mariah Carey.
Right as I thought I was going to cruise through this pre
miere unimpressed, out comes Phillip Phillips. His country boy
demeanor and guitar skills caught my attention, but what made
my mouth drop was his unique performance of Michael Jack
son’s “Thriller.”
Since I wasn’t completely turned off by any disastrous
performances I did tune back in for night two on Thursday, and
I’m glad I did.
Part II in Pittsburgh opened with a very misleading mon
tage of the socially awkward, 22-year old, Heejun Han. Ex
pecting him to be the next William Hung, I cautiously watched
him begin to sing Michael Bolton’s “How Am I Supposed to
Live Without You.” Boy was I wrong.
Han’s voice was actually one of the best I had heard thus
far, and subsequently he went through. His audition was fol
lowed by an incredible version of the “Family Matters” theme
song, a corky, uniquely great “starving artist,” a wedding sing
er that brought all those Adam Sandler stereotypes to rest, and
a planking young woman who blew away the judges (I’ll forget
about the random planking part).
Thursday nights premiere far over shadowed Wednesday
night and left me with hope that this season of Idol may actu
ally have some great singers (maybe).

TV Time gives
“American Idol”
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Pack the Pitt spreads ‘Pioneer Fever’
Students and family gather to support SHU basketball and show school spirit
Marisa Papa

Contributing Writer
Overflowing with school spirit and unity, Sacred Heart University
students “Packed tlie Pitt” this past Saturday, Jan. 21 at the William H. Pitt
Center. Despite the snow, the event was all it promised to be. The Pitt was
packed.
Upon entering, students were handed either a red cup stuffed with
a mesh Sacred Heart “Pioneer Fever” pinnie, a Pioneer t-shirt, or other
giveaways.
Raffle tickets were sold, entering those who attended a chance to win
Wiz Khalifa tickets and a $2,500 Disney trip.
Both men and women’s basketball teams played against NEC rival.
Central Connecticut State University. Students, family members, and
friends came to support the Pioneers in two extraordinarily close games,
both of which the Pioneers won.
The cheerleaders and band pumped up the crowd.
“This was the greatest turn out I have ever seen at a men’s or wom
en’s basketball game,” said member of the Sacred Heart Band, Victoria
Catherall.
The dance team performed to a medley of songs, including “Oh
Baby, Give Me One More Chance,” by the Jackson 5 and “Diva,” by Beyonce.
During halftime, students were grabbed from the crowd and asked
to participate in a game of musical chairs and limbo contest. Two fans
participated in a game called the “hot shot challenge.” In this race-againstthe-clock game, two audience members had to go to a designated spot on
their half of the coint and make the maximum amount of baskets.
“Student Government has been working very hard to ensure that it
will be a success,” said Vice President of Senate, Katie Gallagher.
Throughout the basketball game, the cheerleaders threw t-shirts to the
fans. The spectators also participated in fun dances such as the YMCA.
Student Government also made sure that there were other challenges and
games in order for the audience to get even more involved and supportive
of their teams.
“It was an awesome event because we were concerned with the snow
that it wouldn’t really be ‘Pack the Pitt,” said Mia James, student govern
ment president. “But the stands were packed for both games. Seeing that
The Spectrum/Sean Elliott and Samantha Purnell made me really prOud of the student body for their spirit and pride.”

Reality rushes in for former SHU student
Alumna discusses life after college as she was hurled into 'the real world'
Sofia Carolan

Asst. Features Editor
Whether you’re a senior with just a semester left or a
freshman with your whole college career in front of you,
graduation day may still seem an eternity away. It repre
sents something different for everyone but for alumnae Ka
tie Miuphy, her graduation day in 2008 became a reality
check into the real world.
“As stereotypical as this may sound, I was terrified of
graduating and becoming a ‘real person,’ ” said Murphy.
After graduation, Murphy felt she was not ready to cut
ties with Fairfield, Conn. She applied for an Admissions
Counselor position in the Sacred Heart Undergraduate Ad
missions Office.
Based in her home state of NJ., Murphy traveled for
about one year to different high schools and college fairs
to discuss her time at Sacred Heart, meeting with potential
applicants, as well as conducting interviews and reading
applications for the incoming freshman class.
Once the freshman class had been established and new
recruits were introduced to the application process, Murphy
began looking into her next career move.
“Through networking, I discovered InnerWorkings, a print promotional company based in Chicago with
a branch office in NYC, and applied for their Account
Coordinator position. After an intense process, I was of
fered the job,” she said.
After two years as an Account Coordinator at Innerworkings Murphy has recently transitioned to the Human
Resource department where she specializes in recruiting.
“It was at that moment that I realized that I had the
knowledge base from all of my core classes, the experience
from my three internships, and a large network of support
ers with who I had come in contact with while at SHU,”

Murphy said.
“I constantly worried that I did not have what it would
take to succeed. That mind set changed incredibly fast the
moment I began working in New York City.
In time, Murphy was able to work with promotional
products, as well as help launch an eStore platform for oth
er enterprise clients.
“During those two years, I realized that my heart was
still in the recruiting world. Knowing that, I presented [the
idea] to my boss that I would be able to act as the East Coast
liaison for the Human Resource Department,” said Murphy.
With the company headquartered in Chicago, Murphy
felt it would be beneficial for her office coworkers to have
a direct contact for their human resources and recruiting
concerns.
Since then, she’s been handling the posting, scanning,
and interviewing process for open positions for InnerWorkings within the U.S.
She has dedicated much of her time after graduation
really striving for what she wanted.
It is not uncommon that many undergraduates have
not even thought about what their future holds after Sa
cred Heart. Murphy suggests that students enjoy every
moment.
“I would tell future graduates this: Four years is never
enough time to learn, experience, meet people and do new
things, but that is all that you are given as an undergradu
ate,” she said. “In order to capitalize on that time, make it a
point to have fun each and everyday while in the classroom
or in the halls.”
After everything Murphy has been through she has al
ways looked back to where her journey began — Sacred
Heart.
“I could not be more thankful and appreciative for my
four years on campus,” she said.

Photo Courtesy of Katie Murphy

Alumna Katie Morphy shares about her life after
graduation.

January 25, 2012

Features 11

Residential Life: ready to rock n’ roll
RA ’s reunite early to welcome students backfor the new year
Sofia Carolan

Resident assistants dedicate many hours of their time
focusing on other students.
“I know from my experience personally, my RA
With the New Year just beginning Sacred Heart Uni wasn’t around much so I wanted to make sure that my
versity’s resident assistants were ready to get right back to freshman girls had someone there,” said Cerrato.
Resident assistants coordinate together to decide who
campus on Friday, Jan. 13 to get prepared for the return of
is on duty at specific times.
students.
“We have set weekdays, so the 11 people on the staff
“We wanted to make sure everything was functional
for the students when they came back,’ said Chris Rader, decide who gets each day,” said Tiedemann. “There are a
lot of ups. The downs I guess would be the time commit
Assistant Director of Residential Life.
As the Assistant Director of Residential Life, Rader ment, but it’s a small price. '
“It’s not that it is tough, but there axe a lot of people'
helps Joel Quintong, the Residential Life Director, man
age all the residential areas before students are set to come that come to you. There are RAs that have certain residents
that need a lot more attention.”
back on campus.
Resident assistants have to deal with real life situa
“The student staff came back and we went through
training in terms of just refreshing mental health and pro tions that they could be faced with when they are in the
gramming in the halls and some emergency management real world.
“It is tough because your friends are upperclassmen
things. Retouching on if ‘this happens’ then ‘this is how
that
don’t have the same responsibilities,” said Tiede
you react,” said Rader.
mann.
“You have to sacrifice sometimes.”
The resident assistants understand the importance of
The
Residential Life staff is back and into the rhythm
returning to campus early.
of
playing
such a huge part in dorm life.
“It’s a refresher course,” said junior resident assistant,
“My
girls
have been really good,” said Cerrato. “All
Colin Tiedemann. “It’s basically like getting re-acclimated
things
considered
there have been a few bumps in the
— come back early, get back into the college life.”
road,
but
I
have
no
complaints.”
Many of the skills reviewed upon the staff’s early re
Residential
life
is ready for a new start with a new
turn became a revision from what they had learned during
year
and
a
new
semester.
suiiuner training.
“I don’t think it’s an oppressive time commitijient —
“Winter training wasn’t as extensive as summer train
The Spectrum/Lindsay Caiati
they’re
good, they’re excited, they’re a good group,” said
ing so it was really just a refresher. We did a lot of staff
RA.
Chris
Mastrocola
works
hard
to prepare a new
Rader.
bonding,” said sophomore Jessica Cerrato.
year for his residents.

Asst. Features Editor

Preventing winter woes
“During the winter I like to stay
inside
and watch movies wth' my
Contributing Writer
roommates,” said freshman Alex DeThe thought of a long, cold winter leonardis.
Many students enjoy shopping
may make some cringe or at the very
and
staying
close to campus.
least bound themselves indoors until
“I
love
to go shopping and out to
spring has sprung. For others though,
dinner
with
my
friends. I try to stay as
it is just the kind of snowy paradise
warm
as
possible,”
said Orcutt. '
they’ve been waiting for.
Visiting
the
Westfield
Trumbull
Sacred Heart University students
Mall
gives
students
something
to do
are ready to hit the slopes and even the
when
they
are
trying
to
get
out
of
their
malls to keep themselves busy.
dorms
or
houses.
The
newly
renovat
Some students use the winter as an
ed mall has many different stores and
opportunity to ski and snowboard.
“I really love snowboarding, a food court that offers a variety of
so when I’m at school I go to Mount choices.
As for when it snows, some stu
Southington in Plantsville, Conn., but
dents
enjoy briefly reverting to child
when I’m home I usually travel up to
hood
and playing outside with their
Vermont,” said senior Brendan Guerfriends.
rin.
“I love when is snows up here in
Senior James Roche does the same.
Connecticut
because I love to go sled
“During the winter I like to snow
ding
on
the
big
hills over by J. Hill,”
board, but there is nowhere too close to
said
senior
Caroline
Campo.
campus. I usually go to Mount Creek,”
This
is
a
sentiment
echoed by oth
he said.
ers.
For those who prefer to stay active
“It’s funny you should ask what I
indoors, the William H. Pitt Center pro
enjoy
doing in the snow,” said junior
vides them the opportunity.
Justin
Brewer. “I’m about to go snow
“During the winter I try to utilize
tubing
and make snow angels right
the gym as much as possible. It can be
now.”
’ depressing to sit inside all day^^so go
Bre\ver
is not the only one who
ing to the gym helps me to get moving,”
enjoys
.inaking
snow angels.
said senior Jennifer Orcutt.
••^‘L
love
making
snow angels on
Others enjoy the winter as a time to
the library lawn,” said senior Katherine
stay indoors and keep warm.
Bow Tie Cinemas, in Trumbull, Formica.
Seruor John Lopresti agrees, he
Conn, offers a $6 ticket special on Tues
usually
builds snowmen, has snowball
days, which students take full advantage
fights
with
his friends and makes snow
of for winter entertainment.
angels.
He
also
enjoys playing football
“When it’s cold outside I dcvnot
in
the
snow.
want to be outside at all. I usually go to
Snow days are another thing that
the movies on Tuesdays because tickets
students
take into account.
are discounted that night,” said junior
“I
love
the winter at SHU. Who
Kelly King.
doesn’t
love
waking up and hearing
On the other hand, students enjoy
school’s
cancelled?”
said senior Kyle
watching movies in their dorms as well.
Porter.

Mia Selvaggio
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R-Sophomore Louis Montes attacks the paint during Sunday’s thriller vs. CCSU. The Pioneers defeated the Blue Devils after a late jump shot by senior Shane Gibson.

Gibson's 4th QTR heroics secure victory
Pioneers now 4-4 in Northeast Conference
Dan Otzel

Asst. Sports Editor
The Sacred Heart University men’s basketball team
needed late heroics from two key upperclassmen on
Saturday to defeat in-state foe Central Connecticut State
University, 62-61, at the William H. Pitt Center.
In front of 1,368 fans at the annual “Pack the Pitt”
event. Sacred Heart redshirt-junior guard Shane Gibson,
the Northeast Conference leading scorer, hit a fade-away
jumper with 6.7 seconds left on the clock to win the game
for Sacred Heart.
“We wanted to get Gibson a chance to touch it,” said
head coach Dave Bike, in his 34th year at the helm of his
alma mater. “Phil could have got a shot off but he was
looking for Shane and, fortunately, Shane ended up get
ting the ball and made a tough shot.”
Gibson’s game-winner followed a crucial steal by
senior forward Stan Dulaire, who logged 24 minutes off
the bench.
The Northeast Conference matchup, featuring the top
four scorers in the conference, played out like a heavy
weight fight, with 13 ties and 13 lead-changes.
The Central Connecticut Blue Devils (9-9,6-2 NEC)
started the game cold, only scoring two points in the
first four minutes. But freshman guard Kyle Vinales, the
NEC’s third-leading scorer, got hot, sinking three 3-point
ers en route to 16 first half points and 20 for the game.
Following a 9-0 Central Connecticut run. Sacred
Heart (10-11, 4-4 NEC) sophomore guard Chris Evans
evened the contest at 27 with a layup. Evans finished the
game with nine points.
However, Vinales and senior guard Robby Ptacek,
the NEC’s fourth-leading scorer, ended the half converting
two free throws each, giving Central Connecticut a 31-28
halftime lead.
The second half continued to be a slugfest, with
each team exchanging blows. Fifty seconds into the half,
the Blue Devils took their largest lead of the night when
senior forward Ken Horton, the NEC’s second-leading
scorer, laid one up and in to take a 33-28 advantage.

Horton notched his 26th career double-double, turn
ing in 25 points and 14 rebounds.
Pioneer sophomore forward Louis Montes provided
the game’s other double-double, registering 21 points and
14 rebounds.
After exchanging the lead for the next 12 minutes, it
was a clutch three from Montes that would give his squad
a 48-47 lead.
“Louis is playing big time right now,” said Gibson.
“No one can stop him, so we’re confident in him taking
the shots he wants. “
Central Connecticut would take their second fivepoint advantage with a Ptacek bucket from behind the arc
with 3:44 left.
Sacred Heart would climb back, only to turn the ball
over down one with 22 seconds remaining, setting the
stage for Dulaire.
,
Under the Pioneer basket, Horton attempted to in
bound the ball to Ptacek. Dulaire dove for the pass, inter
cepting it and calling timeout.
“We doubled Ptacek and he cut to the ball,” said
Dulaire, describing the play of the game. “I tried to stay
with him and I saw Horton was looking right at him. I
knew if I got the steal we would have a chance to win. So,
I just dove and, luckily, I got it and called a timeout.”
Sacred Heart used the timeout to plan for the win.
Gibson in-bounded the ball to Dulaire, who gave it to
freshman guard Phil Gaetano. Gaetano passed it to Gibson
and cut to the comer.
With two defenders on him, Gibson found Gaetano,
who passed up an open look, dribbled into the paint, and
sent it back to Gibson.
Gibson dribbled once and put up the clincher, falling
away. Ptacek got a look, tried a three, but missed and
the buzzer sounded, giving the Pioneers the victory and
avenging a December overtime loss to the Blue Devils.
“After Stan gets the steal we congratulate and thank
him because it gives us another opportunity to win,” said
Gibson, who finished with a game-high 26 points. (Coach
Bike) just said get the ball and take the shot. I knew they
were going to be all over me, so I saw Phil in the comer

and gave him the ball. He went baseline, found me in the
comer, and I pump-faked and hit the shot.”
For Big Red Nation, Saturday was more than just
a win for the team. It was a strong indication of school
spirit.
“ ‘Pack the Pitt’ was great,” said Dulaire. “I’m glad
the student body came out and we got the win in front of
them. I wish ‘Pack the Pitt’ was every gameday.”
Dulaire wasn’t the only one that recognized the dif
ference fan support can make in a cmcial game.
“It’s no doubt that coaches and players like to play
in front of the fans we had today,” said Bike. “It’s a good
atmosphere. It makes a difference for the players. But,
(the fans) have to recognize that you’re not only doing it
for us, but you’re doing it for yourself, because you’re the
ones that are looking good.”
The Pioneers play the third game of a four-game
home stand when they host Wagner tomorrow night at
7:00 p.m.

Sophomore Chris Evans (#11) drives to the basket
versus CCSU.
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Game of the Week
Sacred Heart Meifs Basketball
vs.
Wagner University (#2 in NEC)
Thursday. Feb. 2. 7:00 p.m. Wilbani H. Pitt Center

PIONEERS SQUEEZE PAST BLUE DEVILS

Emily Pepe

Staff Reporter
The Sacred Heart women’s basket
ball team continued their dominance in
front of a crowd of 676 with a win over
Central Connecticut State Blue Devils,
63-57.
The Pioneers increased their con
ference record to 7-0 and overall 14-4
overall (Sacred Heart did fall to Quinnipac 71-34 Monday night for their
first conference loss), as the Pioneers
redeemed themselves as the Blue Dev
ils knocked them out of the conference
tournament last season.
“Every win is a huge win, especial
ly with our record”, said junior Morgan
Merriman, who finished with ten points
and three assists. “We definitely have a
target on our backs; everyone wants to
beat ‘that’ team.”
For most of the first half both teams
fought for the lead going back and forth,
but with 3:56 left in the first quarter,
sophomore Blair Koniszewski made a
three pointer, giving the Pioneers a 2921 lead.
“The first half of the game was
very competitive,” said Merriman.
The Pioneers got five more points
with contributions from freshman Gabrielle Washington, sophomore Ericka
Norman, and senior Kris lovino.
At the end of the first half the Pio
neers maintained a ten point lead.
Norman finished the game with 14
points, four rebounds, four assists and

four steals.
In the second half the Pioneers
fought to maintain their lead for the first
ten minutes of the second half while try
ing to also contain an aggressive Blue
Devil offensive.
“Our conference is very competi
tive; the team that wins is often just the
team that shows up ready, focused and
with the most energy,” said Merriman.
On this night, it was the Pioneers
who showed up ready to play.
The Blue Devils were able to cut a
four point deficit behind junior Kristen
Daamen, who helped lead a 7-6 run for
the Blue Devils giving them a slight lead
over the Pioneers.
The Pioneers were able to gain con
trol and regain the lead with 1:45 left in
the game when Merriman made a key
layup making it 59-57.
They were able to secure the win
when Central’s Kaley Watras missed a
layup and senior Callan Taylor came up
with the big defensive board.
“Callan grabbed an important re
bound down the stretch and Morgan
Merriman made a couple of really big
layups that really helped up out”, said
head coach Ed Swanson to the Pioneer
athletic website.
Taylor and Washington closed the
game out when they each made both of
their free throws, making the final score
63-57.
The Pioneers take on Mount St.
Ma^’s on Saturday Jan. 28 at 1 p.m.
Senior Callan Taylor (#20) looks to make a pass in the paint versus CCSU.

NY GIANTS: NFC CHAMPS
Bowl Champion Packers last week in Green Bay
with the help of a first half-ending touchdown on
a hail mary, would score this week with two-sec
onds remaining in the half when Tynes converted
It was deja vu all over again as the New York
a field goal from 31-yards out.
Giants rode the right foot of Lawrence Tynes to
San Francisco took a 14-10 lead in the third
the Super Bowl with a 20-17 overtime victory
quarter as Smith found Davis in the comer for a
over the San Francisco 49ers in Sunday’s NFC
touchdown. Smith finished the game 12 of 26 for
Championship Game.
196 yards and two touchdowns, both to Davis,
Just as he had done in 2008 against the Green
who caught three passes for 112 yards.
Bay Packers, Tynes propelled his squad to the
After five punts and limited offense, Kyle
yearly spectacle with a sudden death field goal on
Williams made his first miscue of the night.
the road.
On a 49-yard punt from Giants punter Steve
And, just like in 2008, the Giants will have a
Weatherford, the ball gently grazed Williams’
date with the New England Patriots.
knee as he attempted to avoid it. Thomas picked
Tynes’ 31-yard game-winner was set up
it up for New York at the 49er 29-yard line.
when Giants rookie Jacquian Williams stripped
On the ensuing possession. Manning thread
49ers return man Kyle Williams, filling in for the
ed a pass into the hands of wide receiver Mario
injured Ted Ginn Jr., on a punt return.
Manningham for a touchdown and a 17-14 lead
Devin Thomas recovered the ball for the Gi
^ after the Tynes extra point.
ants, his second special teams fumble recovery of
San Francisco veteran kicker David Akers
the day, and, after three runs netting 18 yards by
tied the game eight plays later.
Giants miming back Ahmad Bradshaw, quarter
New York won the coin toss in overtime and
back Eli Manning took a knee in the center of the
elected to receive. After punts by both teams, the
field, perfectly framing Tynes’ boot 7:54 into the
game became sudden death, per new overtime
extra frame.
rales.
On a rainy night in San Francisco’s Candle
It was on the third punt of overtime that Jac
stick Park, it was the home team that stmck first.
quian Williams swimg his right hand into the right
Midway into the first quarter, 49ers quarterback
arm of Williams as he cradled the ball, knocking it
Alex Smith connected with tight end Vernon Da
loose. Thomas dove for the loose ball as his team
vis, who beat Giants safety Antrel Rolle down the
mates celebrated another special teams turnover.
sideline for a 73-yard touchdown.
It was the second turnover of the game for
The Giants would tie the game in the second
the 49ers, who only turned the ball over 10 times
quarter when Manning, who finished 32 of 58 for
in the regular season. Giants receiver Victor Cruz
316 yards, hit tight end Bear Pascoe in the end
caught 10 passes for 142 yards.
zone from six yards out.
Super Bowl XLVI is Sunday, February 5 in
New York, who beat the defending Super
Indianapolis.

Dan Otzel
Asst. Sports Editor

PATRIOTS SET UP
REMATCH
WITH NY GIANTS
Dan Otzel
Asst. Sports Editor
The New England Patriots punched their ticket to Super Bowl XLVI
with a 23-20 victory over the Baltimore Ravens at a cold Gillette Sta
dium in Foxborough, Massachusetts on Sunday night.
Baltimore kicker Billy Cundiff missed a 32-yard field goal with 11
seconds left failing to send the game into overtime.
The hook came following New England defensive back Sterling
Moore stripping Raven receiver Lee Evans in the end zone.
Evans appeared to have made the catch, but Moore reached in and
broke it up, preventing the Ravens from taking with lead.
The teams traded field goals in the first half before Patriot running
back, BenJarvus Green-Ellis, completed a 72-yard drive by busting into
the end zone for the score.
New England kicker Stephen Gostowski completed the extra point
for a 10-3 lead. Baltimore answered back when quarterback Joe Flacco,
who finished 22 of 36 for 306 yards and two touchdowns, found tight end
Dennis Pitta from six yards out for the score.
Only three minutes later, Gostowski nailed a 3 5-yard field goal, giv
ing the Patriots a 13-10 halftime lead.
Gostowski would make it 16-10 with a 24-yard field goal in the
third quarter, but Flacco would hit receiver Torrey Smith from 29-yards
out for a touchdown.
Cundiff would then boot another field goal. The Ravens took a 2016 advantage into the fourth quarter.
That set the stage for New England quarterback Tom Brady, who is
heading to his fifth Super Bowl in 10 years as a starter.
Brady capped a 64-yard drive with a leaping QB-sneak over the
Baltimore defensive front, doing a near back flip into pay dirt, putting his
club ahead for good as the Patriot defense would hold.
Super Bowl XLVI is Sunday, February 5 in Indianapolis.
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An inside look at NHL Winter Classic
Kathryn Cooper

Staff Reporter
Editor’s note: Kathryn Cooper worked for
the NHL for this year’s NHL Winter Clas
sic and this is a personal account of the
week she spent at Citizen’s Bank Park pre
paring for the game.
The 2012 Bridgestone NHL Winter
Classic between the Philadelphia Flyers
and the New York Rangers was nothing
less then a spectacular event - an NHL
hockey game on an outdoor rink that
brings the players back to their childhood
days of playing on frozen ponds, purely for
the love of the game.
This year, 1 was fortimate enough to
be a part of this annual celebration, work
ing behind the scenes with the NHL Broad
cast Department.
It all started on December 27 when
my boss called and instructed me to report
to Citizens Bank Park, the Major League
Baseball Park that the Philadelphia Phillies
call home. Having worked many events at
the Flyers’ Wells Fargo Arena, this was my
first visit to a new venue.
I arrived, with the mission to get familiarized with the ballpark but in a pouring rain I realized that it was going to be a
long cold week; however, it was one that I
greatly anticipated.
Wednesday, December 28 was my
first full day. I was called in around 9:00
a.m. and didn’t leave the ballpark until
7:00 p.m. [A typical day consisted of updating the meeting schedule for the day
and posting it in our offices so everyone
knew what the tasks at hand were for the
day.]
Around 1:45 that afternoon we had
our first broadcast meeting. In this meeting, we discussed everything from the time
of the actual puck drop, to NBC and CBC
camera positions and commercial breaks,
to what was happening during intermissions.
We also walked around the field multiple times checking camera positions, and
walked the path that the players would
travel on the day of the game to make sure
everything would go according to plan.
Also, anytime one of the networks
did a live shot on-set at the ballpark, or a
pre-game show, one of us from the NHL
Broadcast staff was there to support in case
anything was needed.
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Above: The Flyers and Rangers line np for the opening face off of the 2012 NHL Winter Classic.
Below: It took well over a week to transform Citizen’s Bank Park from a baseball field to an outdoor hockey rink.
Seeing the ice progress every day was
quite interesting. The NHL ‘ice guru’, Dan
Craig, was charged with the monumental
task of ensuring the ice would be in perfect
condition for each of the games. He did a
great job making sure everyone from his
crew did exactly what needed to be done in
order to keep it in perfect condition,
A last minute assessment of the ice
condition prompted a 2-hour time change
in the broadcast schedule. There was such
a concern with the temperature and the sun
glare that the game time was changed from
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Needless to say, this put the broadcast arm of the event into major overdrive,
Sponsors had to be contacted as everything
from the time of the puck drop to the time
of each network going on the air had to be
changed. It was a chaotic time,
Every inch of the ballpark and rink
was decorated as if they were props on a
movie set. From the fake snow, to the spon
sor banners, and real fire barrels, nothing
was out of place. Despite all of our preparations, it was the weather that dictated the
start time of the big event,
The Winter Classic week consisted of
an alumni game, the Winter Classic, and
a Adirondack Phantoms (AHL affiliate of
the Flyers) game, as well as other college,
high school and youth games. The alumni
game would be played on New Years Eve
and telecast across North America on mul

tiple networks.
so many of the players had been introduced
My dad, Bryan Cooper, the Execu- to the game they love so much,
five Producer of Comcast Sportsnet for the
Jan 2, game day had finally arrived.
Philadelphia Flyers, produced the telecast. Besides the work we had done all week
We had a long meeting to go over the show every individual NHL employee had dedi
format.
V
'
cated most of every workday since the beFans in Philadelphia love their Flyer’s ginning of November to the preparation of
alumni so much that the alumni game is of- this event.
ten more anticipated.than the actual winter
It was safe to say everyone was finally
classic.
■
ready for this game to begin.
“It was an event that can never be
The event started with the players
replicated, and it was an honor as a long walking down the long black tarp path onto
time broadcaster to be part of it,” said Fly- the ice one-by-one. First the Rangers, then
ers television broadcaster Steve Coates in the Flyers.
reference to the alumni match-up.
After all of the players were on the
During the alumni game I was stand- ice, the entire stadium was asked to stand
ing down on the field between the benches for the national anthem, sung by Patti Lawith my NHL bosses making sure every- belle. As the final key words were sung,
thing ran smoothly. The game, as well as “for the land of the free and the home of
the live telecast were both a success. We the brave,” two Air Force jets did a thunwere now ready for the big event, the Win- derous ‘fly-by’, clearly igniting the patriter Classic on Jan 2.
otic spirit among the 47,000 spectatore in
On Jan 1, both the Flyers and the the crowd.
Rangers had their team practices outside to
From the begiiming of the puck drop
get themselves acclimated to the weather to the sound of the hom ending the game,
conditions, and the ice itself. This was a this game had a unique energy,
day for us to talk to the team public relaWith the Flyers taking an early 2-0
tions directors and confirm the various net- lead, to the Rangers coming back to make
work requests for player interviews on and it 3-2 in the third period, this set the tone
off the ice.
for a nail-biting finish.
I could see the anticipation and exciteWhen the Flyers were awarded a penment on the players faces as they ventured alty shot with 19.6 seconds left in the third
onto the ice. Clearly, playing on the out- period to tie the game, the crowd was on its
door rink was a nostalgic moment, where feet.
The shot by Flyers assistant captain,
Danny Briere, was denied by Rangers
goaltender Henrik Lundqvist, arguably the
best goaltender in the league at this time.
In the end, it was Rangers over Fly
ers 3-2 in their first ever participation in a
Winter Classic game. For the Flyers it was
their second defeat in as many outdoor
games played.
As you can imagine, participating
and contributing to such a historical sports
event was an experience of a lifetime. I feel
honored knowing that I played a small part
in something that chronicled the rivalry be
tween the Flyers and the Rangers, in such a
unique way.
1 have been around hockey and the
broadcasting world for many years now
because of my dad, but I never realized
how much of a rdle the NHL staff plays
in preparing for the Winter Classic. Every
.' little detail mattered in order to make the
event run as smoothly as possible.
“Just being part of something so spe
cial was enough to make me cry, I guess
' , that says it all,” said Coates.
From my perspective I couldn’t agree
more.
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LACK OF STUDENTS AT GAMES EELT
BY ATHLETES AND ADMINISTRATION
...CONTINUED from page 1.
To put this in perspective, Quinnipiac
University, located only about 20 minutes
from Sacred Heart, nearly quadruples the
attendance at their home games as they
average 1,863 fans per game to lead the
Northeast Conference.
“It is disappointing when not a lot of
students show up to our games,” said cap
tain Nick Greenbacker. “Everybody likes
to play in front of big crowds with a lot
of noise. A lot of schools like Monmouth
and Quinnipiac have been able to increase
attendance with the help of new, state of
the art arenas.”
A school such as Monmouth who has
about 500 fewer under-graduate students
than Sacred Heart can bring in almost
triple the number of fans to their home
games. They average 1,528 fans per home
game.
“Having a lot of students come to our
games definitely pumps us up and makes
us want to win even more,” said red-shirt
junior forward Femi Akinpetide. “It can
make the different between winning and
losing.”
Five out of the 12 schools in the
conference average over 1,000 fans per
game, including the other two schools
in Connecticut, Quinnipiac and Central
Connecticut State.
The only other school coming close
to Sacred Heart is Long Island University
of Brooklyn as they average 698 fans per
game to rank eleventh.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Just like men’s basketball, the
Northeast Conference has 12 schools with
women’s basketball programs. Also like
the men, the Sacred Heart women rank at
the bottom of the league in terms of home
attendance.
“I don’t know if I would say it is
‘frustrating,’ but it is a litde disheartening,
especially when both the men and women
have strong teams that have historically
done well,” said junior forward Morgan
Merriman.
The Lady Pioneers rank 11 out of the
12 teams in the conference averaging 286
fans per home game, despite the fact that
the team is in first place in the conference.
“It can be frustrating at times when
you look into the stands and see a lot of
empty seats, especially when we are a
team that consistently has one of the best
records in the conference,” said captain
Callan Taylor.
Sacred Heart nearly doubles the
undergrad enrollment of St. Francis (PA)
as they only have 1,832 undergrads, but
yet St. Francis ranks second in the confer
ence with 688 fans per home game.
“I usually feel jealous when I see
other schools with big student sections,
because they really do create a special
atmosphere and feeling of support to that
home team,” Taylor said. “It can really
make a difference during a game.”

WHAT ARE THE ISSUES?
Lack of student attendance is partly
attributed to student schedules.
There are numerous night classes
offered for upperclassmen that prohibit
them from attending some home games.
“There are too many night classes and
part-time jobs that take away from stu
dents going to games, although typically

freshmen don’t have night classes or parttime jobs, so there really is no excuse for
them,” said Lucy Cox, Senior Associate
Athletic Director for Academic Advising.
Dean Wielk added that the freshmen
that do attend games see the lack of upper
classmen and therefore might be less likely
to come back.
“Freshmen go to the games, but then
they see no upperclassmen there,” Wielk
said. “Generally freshmen want to be
where the upperclassmen are and if they
see the upperclassmen aren’t going to the
games then that makes them less likely to
go back.”
Student Government and Greek Life
put on events to draw people to games that
otherwise would most likely not attend,
but those students are only likely to go to
that one game and not make any return
trips.
“We need to come up with better givea-ways and have more of a presence in
the main building and the cafeteria,” said
Bill Peterson, Senior Associate Athletic
Director for Communications. “We need
to be engaging to students that are not
athletes and get them to come to more
games.”
This past Thursday, there were over
1,000 fans at the men’s basketball game
against Quinnipiac fpr Greek Life night,
but in past years these students just go to
that one game a year.
“Why can’t the crowd from Thursday
come back to other games?” Dean Wielk
said. “It was an exciting game. Five points
was the biggest spread for the entire game.
It was a very exciting game.”
President John Petillo is at numerous
athletic events showing his support for the
student-athletes.
“My reason for attending various ath
letic games is quite simple,” President
Petillo said. “The athletes are our students.
They are part of our University community
and I believe all and each of us have an
obligation to support one another if we
hold community values.”

SOLUTIONS TO FIX THE ISSUES
The athletic department realizes that
there is^n issu&with the lack of student
attendance at home games.
To address this, Cox started the Heart
Attack Club, which is a group of students
who attend Sacred Heart home games and
have their own cheering section. A lot of
thought went into the formation of the
club.
“Since 2007 student attendance at
games has dropped, so we decided to
ask the students what they want through
in-house survey’s from SAAC (Student
Athlete Advisory Council) reps and also
through focus groups with non studentathletes,” Cox said. “Through this it was
determined that students wanted two
things, a student-section and give-a-ways.
“I decided that a spirit group with
non student-athletes, SAAC, and student
government would be the best thing. It was
really a grassroots effort. We have heart
beats and pace-makers. The pace-makers
are the dorm leaders, while the heart-beats
are the floor leaders. Their job is to encour
age everyone to go to the games and be
apart of heart-attack We also created a
Facebook group which has been success
ful.”
As a whole, the club has improved
attendance at games, but only by a small
margin.
“Things have gotten better, but over
all I think it is still terrible,” Cox said. “I
am optimistic that things will continue to
get better. It really is fun to go to games.
They are only an hour and a half and they
are a great way to meet new people.”
It is not just the Heart Attack club
that is trying to drive student attendance at
games. The coaches themselves have been
trying to do their part as well.
“You do have to cre^t the coach
es,” Dean Wielk said. “Assistant coach
[Anthony] Latina (men’s basketball) was
outside of the cafeteria handing out flyers
last week.
“A few weeks back Big Red was going
table-to-table in the cafeteria handing out
flyers trying to encourage students to go

to the women’s basketball game. Coach
[Ed] Swanson (women’s basketball) was
Big Red. He took the time out Ms day to
do that and try and get the students beMnd
Ms team.”
There is no question that there are
plenty of sports fans on campus who watch
college sports on television all the time.
“You watch games on TV, whether it
is Duke or even the MAAC (Metro Atlantic
AtMetic Conference) and those schools
have student-sections that are engaged in
the games with signs and chants, it makes
for a great atmosphere,” Peterson said.
There really is no reason why tMs
cannot happen at Sacred Heart.
“Student attendance so far has been
better,” Petillo said. “Nonetheless there’s
a long way to go. It can be done if our
students come to a better understanding of
their part of being in the University com
munity. Their presence is a tremendous
support and affirmation for our atMetes.”
Statistics from the Northeast Conference
website were used in this article.
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Women’s basketball coach Ed Swanson
dresses up as Big Red to help boost stu
dent attendance at his team’s games.
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The Pioneers defeated conference rival Central Connecticut at their annual “Pack the Pitt” event,

